Many years ago the writer discontinued the use of celluloid for base, believing it inferior to rubber because (1) softer and weaker, and (2) it absorbs oval fluids and thus becomes indelibly stained. If any one cares for my experiments and directions for using this material I refer them to my article upon it in Richardson's Mechanical Dentistry.
On the contrary, aluminum for base is to be recommended. While the practice of using nothing but pink rubber for gums in front is to be condemned because of weakness, yet if only one thickness of pink be laid on, the dark rubber beneath is apt to show through enough to give a cloudy appearance to the gums.
To find the required amount of rubber, take the wax that has come out of flask, and place it in a narrow, tall glass, weighting it to make it sink in the water. The 
